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GENETICALLY MODIFIED CANOLA TRIAL — SEGREGATION 

819. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 

As the minister will be aware, farmers in my electorate and elsewhere in the northern agricultural region are 
preparing for harvest at the beginning of the next few weeks. In fact, 37 tonnes of canola was delivered to 
Geraldton terminal yesterday. Can the minister inform the house of the safeguards in place for the harvesting of 
the GM canola trial to ensure segregation?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

I thank the member for Geraldton very much for his interest in this matter. He has been keeping a very close eye 
on the trials in his area. Before I answer the member’s question on the protocols that have been put in place and 
the checks and balances we have ensured for these trials, I will reflect on a recent visit to Cootamundra in New 
South Wales. It is a part of New South Wales that obviously has had a shift in view from last year. The previous 
moratorium has been lifted so that the farmers who choose to do so can grow genetically modified canola in that 
farming area, and they spoke very positively about it.  

Mr M.P. Murray interjected.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It was a good evening. It was interesting that since — 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Order! Member for Collie-Preston, you know you can ask a question of the minister. I suggest 
that is the way to seek information in this place in future. I formally call you for the first time.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It is interesting that since last year the number of farmers who are growing GM canola in 
New South Wales and Victoria has tripled to 308 growers, despite a number of growers who have chosen not to 
grow GM canola this year simply because it does not fit — 

Mr M.P. Murray: It is down from 48 per cent to 46 per cent.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It is interesting because the visit to Victoria opened my eyes to a few things. The member 
for Collie-Preston made the bold statement that farmers who are growing GM canola over there do not have a 
market for their product. The Victorian Farmers Federation said it was a shame that Mr Murray did not attend 
any of the 11 events in person, because, if he had, he may have gained an accurate picture of what was said. A 
Farm Weekly article states — 

Mr Murray said one of his staff had brought the issue to his attention and at the time, he advised them to 
be 100 per cent accurate with their research. 

He said he was disappointed, —  

He blamed his staff — 

because he was not the type of politician to tell half truths or mislead people.  

The member needs to do his research before he pipes up on this issue.  

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Order!  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I will get to the nature of the question, which sits around the protocols put in place for 
trials this year. Members will be aware that the crops are approaching harvest. I was told recently that the trial 
happening in Geraldton has already been swathed. In the next couple of weeks it will be delivered to the metro 
grain centre. Farmers who have been participating in the trials have completed training courses and follow strict 
management protocols such as ensuring harvest machinery and so on is cleaned down before and following use.  

Mr M.P. Murray interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Order! I sincerely know the member is interested in the subject, but I will formally call him for 
the second time. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: As I have mentioned in this place before, a number of Department of Agriculture and Food 
officers have before authorised to undertake special monitoring of the growing and delivery of GM canola. 
Those officers will also ensure that all equipment, including harvesting machinery, field bins, silos and trucks, is 
inspected to make sure it complies with those protocols. During follow-up visits in 2010 they will also ensure 
that any self-sown plants are destroyed. When trucks deliver to the two sites—Mt Kokeby next to Beverley and 
the Metro Grain Centre—protocols will be in place to ensure against the loss of grain en route and at the receival 
sites. All trucks must be cleaned, tarpaulins must be properly fitted and be in good condition, and the contents 
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must be identified as GM canola. The CBH receival sites also have very strict procedures for grains 
management, including how they aim to manage GM canola through their systems. They successfully receive 
160 different types of grain in more than 40 segregations. I do not see that it will be a big step for them to take 
another grain type of certain segregation characteristics through their systems. Integral to the trial is that CBH 
needs to demonstrate to us that it can do it, and I am sure that will happen. Departmental inspections will also 
continue, not just by way of looking at those grain handling facilities but also by testing the grains to ensure that 
they have been handled correctly and there is not broad contamination outside the trials. I am confident that the 
systems and protocols in place can segregate GM canola from the farm to the export ship in a reliable and safe 
way. I certainly look forward to seeing the report from the Department of Agriculture and Food at the 
completion of harvest.  
 


